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(57) ABSTRACT

A resettable circuit protection system for a vehicle includes a
power outlet, a resettable circuit protection device, a reset-
table switch, a control module, and a user interface. The
resettable circuit protection device is disposed in power com-
munication with the power outlet, is operable between open
and closed positions, and is configured to automatically open
in response to an electrical overload condition at the power
outlet. The resettable switch is electrically disposed in series
with the circuit protection device, and operates between open
and closed positions. The control module is disposed in signal
communication with the circuit protection device and the
switch. The user interface is disposed in signal communica-
tion with the control module. When the circuit protection
device is open, the control module is responsive to facilitate
display of a message at the user interface indicative of the
circuit protection device being open, and to facilitate opening
of the switch.

15 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
RESETTABLE CIRCUIT PROTECTION
SYSTEM AND VEHICLE WITH SAME

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The subject invention relates to a resettable circuit protec-
tion system for a vehicle.

BACKGROUND

An electrical circuit protection system for a cigarette
lighter, cigar lighter or any other power outlet receptacle in a
vehicle often includes fuses and sometimes includes circuit
breakers. In a fuse system, a blown fuse must be replaced once
it fuses due to an overload or short circuit condition. In a
Type-II circuit breaker system, the circuit breaker may be
configured to remain off after tripping until power is
removed, and then reset itself when power is turned back on,
regardless of whether the underlying fault condition has been
remedied or not. Also, fuses and circuit breakers are often
located in a place in the vehicle that is not easily accessible,
particularly by an operator of the vehicle while driving.
Accordingly, it is desirable to provide a resettable circuit
protection system for a vehicle that overcomes these draw-
backs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An exemplary embodiment of the invention includes a
resettable circuit protection system for a vehicle. The system
includes a power outlet receptacle, a resettable circuit protec-
tion device, a resettable switch, a control module, and a user
interface. The resettable circuit protection device is disposed
in power communication with the power outlet receptacle, is
operable between open and closed positions, and is config-
ured to automatically open in response to an electrical over-
load condition at the power outlet receptacle. The resettable
switch is electrically disposed in series with the circuit pro-
tection device, and is operable between open and closed posi-
tions. The control module is disposed in signal communica-
tion with the circuit protection device and with the switch.
The user interface is disposed in signal communication with
the control module. When the circuit protection device is
open, the control module is responsive to facilitate display of
a message at the user interface indicative of the circuit pro-
tection device being open, and to facilitate opening of the
switch.

Another exemplary embodiment of the invention includes
a method for operating a resettable circuit protection system
for avehicle. The method includes: sensing a condition where
a resettable circuit protection device is open; displaying a
message at a user interface indicative of the circuit protection
device being open; opening a resettable switch that is electri-
cally disposed in series with the circuit protection device;
automatically closing the circuit protection device after a
period of time has elapsed following the sensing a condition
where the resettable circuit protection device is open; receiv-
ing at the user interface a command to close the resettable
switch; and closing the resettable switch in response to the
command.

Yet another embodiment of the invention includes a vehicle
having a chassis and a resettable circuit protection system
operably supported by the chassis. The resettable circuit pro-
tection system includes a power outlet receptacle, a resettable
circuit protection device, a resettable switch, a control mod-
ule, and a user interface. The resettable circuit protection
device is disposed in power communication with the power
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outlet receptacle, is operable between open and closed posi-
tions, and is configured to automatically open in response to
an electrical overload condition at the power outlet recep-
tacle. The resettable switch is electrically disposed in series
with the circuit protection device, and is operable between
open and closed positions. The control module is disposed in
signal communication with the circuit protection device and
with the switch. The user interface is disposed in signal com-
munication with the control module. When the circuit protec-
tion device is open, the control module is responsive to facili-
tate display of a message at the user interface indicative of the
circuit protection device being open, and to facilitate opening
of the switch.

The above features and advantages and other features and
advantages of the invention are readily apparent from the
following detailed description of the invention when taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other features, advantages and details appear, by way of
example only, in the following detailed description of
embodiments, the detailed description referring to the draw-
ings in which:

FIG. 1 depicts a vehicle for use in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 depicts a resettable circuit protection system in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 depicts another resettable circuit protection system
alternative to that of FIG. 2, in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 4. depicts a method for operating a resettable circuit
protection system in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention; and

FIG. 5 depicts an alternative resettable circuit protection
system in accordance with an embodiment of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

The following description is merely exemplary in nature
and is not intended to limit the present disclosure, its appli-
cation or uses. It should be understood that throughout the
drawings, corresponding reference numerals indicate like or
corresponding parts and features.

Inaccordance with an exemplary embodiment of the inven-
tion, and with reference to FIG. 1, a vehicle 100 is equipped
with a resettable circuit protection system (CPS) 200, 200'
that is operably supported by a chassis 102 of the vehicle 100.
As used herein, the term vehicle is not limited to an automo-
bile, truck, van or sport utility vehicle, but includes any self-
propelled or towed conveyance suitable for transporting a
burden on land.

With reference to FI1G. 2, the CPS 200 includes a resettable
circuit protection device (CPD) 202 disposed in power com-
munication with one or more power outlet receptacles 204
that are configured to provide power for a cigarette or cigar
lighter, an auxiliary outlet, a cargo hold, or any other power
outlet receptacle usable in the vehicle 100. In an embodiment,
the power outlet receptacles 204 are 12 Vdc receptacles, but
may be any other voltage suitable for a purpose disclosed
herein. While FIG. 2 depicts three power outlet receptacles
204, it will be appreciated that less or more than three may be
employed without detracting from the scope of the invention
disclosed herein. The CPD 202 is operable between open and
closed positions and is configured to automatically open in
response to an electrical overload condition at one of the
power outlet receptacles 204. In an embodiment, the CPD 202
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is a circuit breaker having electrical contacts 206, a bimetal
current sensing unit 208, and a contact pressure adjuster 210.
Under an electrical overload condition, the excessive current
through the bimetal current sensing unit 208 heats the bimetal
to a point where it bends in opposition to the contact pressure
provided by the contact pressure adjuster 210 to open the
electrical contacts 206. The CPD 202 may be a type-1 circuit
breaker (automatically opens and automatically closes), a
type-2 circuit breaker (automatically opens and stays open
until the overload condition is resolved), or a type-3 circuit
breaker (automatically opens but requires manual re-closure).
In an embodiment, the CPD 202 is a type-1 circuit breaker;
however, it will be appreciated that other circuit breaker types
may be employed as well.

In an alternative embodiment, and with reference briefly to
FIG. 3 depicting an alternative CPS 200', the CPD 202 may be
a positive temperature coefficient resistive (PTCR) device
202', such as a polymeric PTCR device having a conductive
cool state and a substantially non-conductive heated state, or
a PTCR thermistor, for example.

With reference back to FIG. 2, the CPS 200 further
includes aresettable switch 212 that is electrically disposed in
series with the CPD 202. In an embodiment, the switch 212 is
an electromechanical relay having an electromagnet 214 dis-
posed in operable communication with a movable armature
216, which is disposed in operable communication with elec-
trical contacts 218. A control module 220 includes a process-
ing circuit 221 that is responsive to executable instructions
which when executed by the processing circuit 221 is opera-
tive to electrically energize and de-energize the electromag-
net 214 to facilitate movement of the armature 216 between a
first position and a second position to facilitate movement of
the electrical contacts 218 between the open and closed posi-
tions. The control module 220 is also disposed in signal
communication with a driver interface unit 222, more gener-
ally herein referred to as a user interface 222. In an embodi-
ment, the user interface 222 is a human-machine interface
accessible by an operator of the vehicle 100 that provides
information to the operator and accepts operational com-
mands provided by the operator, which will be discussed in
more detail below. Power to the switch 212 is provided by a
battery 224.

In an alternative embodiment, and with reference briefly to
FIG. 3, the switch 212 may be a three-terminal electronic
switching device 212', such as a field effect transistor (FET)
for example, where the power from the battery 224 is con-
nected to the source terminal 226, power to the CPD 202,202
is provided by the drain terminal 228, and the control module
220' is disposed in signal communication with the gate ter-
minal 230. In a manner similar to that of the embodiment of
FIG. 2, the control signal from the control module 220' to the
gate terminal 230 of the FET 212' controls the conductive
state of the FET 212' consistent with an embodiment of the
invention disclosed herein and discussed further below.

In another alternative embodiment, the resettable switch
212 may be a latching relay (herein referred to by reference
numeral 212). With a latching relay 212 the control module
220 would energize one circuit to open the latching relay 212
and would energize a second circuit to close the latching relay
212. The benefit of a two-circuit approach is that no electrical
power would be exerted to hold the latching relay 212 in
either an open or closed state.

With reference back to FIG. 2, an embodiment includes a
second control module 232 that is disposed in signal commu-
nication with the CPD 202 in such a manner as to enable the
second control module 232 to determine whether the CPD
202 is open or closed. In an embodiment, the second control
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module 232 includes a voltage sensor 234 that senses a volt-
age at a reference node 236 via signal path 235. The second
control module 232 may be configured to sense a high dis-
crete input, such as a relatively high voltage or a relatively low
or non-existent voltage at reference node 236, or may be
configured to sense an analog voltage at reference node 236.
As used herein, the term high discrete input means that the
input is looking to detect an externally applied connection to
voltage or lack thereof, and while it may be possible to use a
low discrete input in place of a high discrete input, there may
be some loss of functionality when implementing a low dis-
crete input protocol. Under either sensing arrangement, the
second control module 232 includes a processing circuit 238
that is responsive to executable instructions which, when
executed by the processing circuit 238, facilitates a determi-
nation of whether the CPD 202 is open or closed, and if open
sends a command signal to control module 220 via signal path
240 to facilitate opening of the switch 212. As such, the
second control module 232 is viewed as being in indirect
signal communication with the switch 212 via control module
220. Inthe embodiment depicted in FIG. 2, the second control
module 232 is also disposed in signal communication with
the user interface 222 via signal path 242, thereby enabling
the user interface 222 to display a message readable by the
operator of the vehicle 100 where the message is indicative of
the CPD 202 being open in response to an electrical overload
condition in the electrical path feeding the power outlet recep-
tacles 204. The user interface 222 is disposed in signal com-
munication with control module 220 via signal path 244.
Upon receiving a message at the user interface 222 that the
CPD 202 is open, the operator of the vehicle 100, upon
ascertaining and correcting the cause of the overload, can
send a command signal to control module 220 to close the
switch 212 to restore power back to the power outlet recep-
tacles 204.

With reference again to FIG. 3, an embodiment includes an
arrangement where the functionality of the second control
module 232, of FIG. 2, is incorporated into control module
220'. The voltage sensor 234 senses a voltage at the reference
node 236 via signal path 246, and the user interface 222' is in
signal communication with control module 220' via signal
path 248. In the embodiment of FIG. 3, control module 220'
sends the message indicative of the CPD 202, 202' being open
to the user interface 222', and receives the command signal
from the user interface 222' to close the switch 212, 212".

In an embodiment, the user interface 222, 222' may be
integrated with an audio visual display system or a messaging
system of the vehicle 100, such as a navigation system or a
driver information system for example, and may be config-
ured to receive operator input via manipulation of control
paddles, toggles, buttons, dials or any other suitable means
preferably disposed in close proximity to the steering wheel
of the vehicle 100 or otherwise accessible to the operator of
the vehicle 100 while driving.

From the foregoing descriptions of FIGS. 2 and 3, it will be
appreciated that the above-described switch may be an elec-
tromechanical relay 212 or a three-terminal electronic
switching device 212', that the above-described CPD may be
a circuit breaker 202 or a PTCR device 202', and that the
functionality of the above-described second control module
may be provided by a second control module 232 that is
distinct from control module 220, or may be provided by a
control module 220" having the functionality of both the con-
trol module 220 and the second control module 232. It will
also be appreciated that an element depicted in FIG. 3 may be
interchanged with the corresponding element in FIG. 2 with-
out requiring that all of the corresponding elements be inter-
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changed. That is, switch 212' from FIG. 3 may replace switch
212 in FIG. 2 and be used with CPD 202 in FIG. 2, for
example.

While embodiments have been described herein using a
circuit breaker 202 or a PTCR device 202" as a CPD, it will be
appreciated that other CPD’s suitable for a purpose disclosed
herein, such as a shape memory alloy snap-acting link for
example, may also be employed as a CPD without detracting
from the scope of the invention. And while embodiments have
been described herein using an electromechanical relay 212
or a three-terminal electronic switching device 212' as a
switch, it will be appreciated that other switches suitable for
a purpose disclosed herein, such as a contactor for example,
may be employed without detracting from the scope of the
invention.

From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that the CPD
202, 202' may be configured to automatically close after a
period of time has elapsed, such as when a bimetal cools down
for example, following an event where the CPD 202, 202
automatically opened, such as under an overload condition
for example. It will also be appreciated that following a
sequence of events where the CPD 202, 202' automatically
opened, then the switch 212, 212' was caused to open, and
then the CPD 202, 202' automatically closed, the control
module 220, 220" is responsive to an input at the user interface
222, 222'to facilitate closing of the switch 212, 212" to restore
power to the power outlet receptacles 204.

In an embodiment, the vehicle 100 further includes an
ignition system 104 disposed in operable communication
with an engine 106, best seen with reference to FIG. 1, where
the ignition system 104 is operable between on and off states,
and where the resettable switch 212, 212' is operable to auto-
matically reset to the closed position in response to the igni-
tion system 104 having cycled from on to off, and then from
offto on. In an embodiment, control module 220, 220" may be
configured to monitor a state of the ignition system 104, or
may be configured to receive an input signal indicative of a
state of the ignition system 104, and is configured to operate
the switch 212, 212' in a manner previously described to
facilitate the resetting and reclosing of the switch 212,212". In
an embodiment, and in response to the resettable switch 212,
212' automatically resetting to the closed position in response
to the ignition system 104 having cycled from on to off and
then from off to on, the control module 220, 220' may be
configured via executable instructions to facilitate display of
an optional second message at the user interface 222, 222"
indicative of the resettable switch 212, 212" having automati-
cally reset to the closed position from an open position. By
providing an optional second message that is different from
the original message, a different operator of the vehicle 100
could be made aware of a prior existing condition, rather than
simply being informed from the original message that the
CPD 202, 202' is open, which may no longer be the case if the
CPD 202, 202' automatically reset to the closed position in a
manner described above.

In an alternative embodiment, the resettable switch 212,
212' may be operably configured to latch in the off position
when opened, even when the ignition system 104 is cycled
from on to off and then from off to on, thereby preventing
restoration of power to the power outlet receptacles 204 until
an operator of the vehicle 100 ascertains and clears the cause
of the overload condition. Under these circumstances, the
aforementioned second message may still be different from
the original message, but may provide additional information
relating to the opening of the switch 212, 212, such as the
time and date of the activity for example.
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From the foregoing description of structure associated with
the CPS 200, 200', and with reference now to FIG. 4, it will be
appreciated that an embodiment of the invention also includes
a method 300 for operating a resettable CPS 200, 200'. At
block 302, a control module 232 or 220" senses a condition
where a resettable CPD 202, 202' is open. At block 304, a
message indicative of the CPD 202, 202' being open is dis-
played at the user interface 222, 222'. At block 306, the
resettable switch 212, 212' that is electrically disposed in
series with the CPD 202, 202' is opened. At block 308, the
CPD 202, 202' is automatically closed after a period of time
has elapsed following the sensing step at block 302. At block
310, an operator of the vehicle 100 inputs a command that is
received at the user interface 222, 222' to close the resettable
switch 212, 212". And at block 312, the resettable switch 212,
212' is closed in response to the command received at block
310.

While embodiments of the invention have been described
with reference to a single resettable switch 212, 212' electri-
cally connected in series with a single resettable CPD 202,
202", it will be appreciated that other circuit topologies may
be employed without detracting from the scope of the inven-
tion. For example, a single resettable switch may be electri-
cally connected in series with two resettable CPDs, where the
two CPDs are electrically connected in parallel with each
other. Or, a first resettable switch may be electrically con-
nected in series with a first resettable CPD, and a second
resettable switch may be electrically connected in series with
a second resettable CPD, where both of the first and second
switches, having unique machine-identifiable addresses, are
controlled by the same control module 220, 220'.

Reference is now made to FIG. 5, which depicts a circuit
topology similar to that of FIG. 2, but with a single resettable
switch 212 electrically connected in series with two resettable
CPDs 202.1, 202.2, where the two CPDs 202.1, 202.2 are
electrically connected in parallel with each other. That is, the
switch 212 is disposed to electrically feed power to both
CPDs202.1,202.2. The first CPD 202.1 electrically feeds and
protects a first power outlet receptacle 204.1, and the second
CPD 202.2 electrical feeds and protects a second power outlet
receptacle 204.2. In the embodiment of FIG. 5, the reference
node 236' is located in a resistor ladder network having a first
resistor 250 and a second resistor 252 with the reference node
236' disposed therebetween. The other side of each resistor
204.1, 204.2 is electrically connected to the output of the
associated CPD 202.1, 202.2. The voltage sensor 234 of the
control module 232 is disposed and configured to sense the
voltage at the reference node 236'. The voltage V(236') at
reference node 236' varies according to the following, assum-
ing that the overloaded circuit still has a device connected to
provide ground potential or the control module 232 has an
internally grounded resistor (not shown).

When both CPDs 202.1, 202.2 are closed, the voltage
V(236') is approximately equal to the voltage V(Bat) of the
battery 224.

When one CPD 202.1 or 202.2 is closed and the other is
open, V(236 is less than V(Bat) and greater than zero volts.
If both resistors 204.1, 204.2 have the same resistance value,
then V(236') will be approximately equal to 0.5%V(Bat).

When both CPDs 202.1, 202.2 are open, V(236') is
approximately equal to zero volts.

While FIG. 5 is depicted with only two CPDs 202.1, 202.2
and two power outlet receptacles 204.1, 204.2, it will be
appreciated that the same sensing circuit concept can be
extended to three or more circuits, which is contemplated and
considered to be within the scope of the invention.
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While FIGS. 2, 3 and 5 depict a circuit topology having the
following order of electrical connections: battery 224, then
resettable switch 212, 212, then CPD 202, 202', then outlet
receptacles 204, it will be appreciated that the resettable
switch 212, 212" and the CPD 202, 202' may be interchanged
to place the CPD 202, 202' electrically upstream of the reset-
table switch 212, 212'. All such topologies consistent with a
purpose disclosed herein are contemplated and considered
within the scope of the invention.

From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that some
embodiments of the invention may include one or more of the
following advantages: providing an operator-accessible
resettable circuit protection strategy for power points in a
vehicle; and, alerting an operator to a fault condition and
providing the operator with a readily accessible means to
re-establish power to a tripped electrical circuit while oper-
ating the vehicle.

While the invention has been described with reference to
exemplary embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that
the invention not be limited to the particular embodiments
disclosed, but that the invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the application.

What is claimed is:

1. A resettable circuit protection system for a vehicle, the
system comprising:

a power outlet receptacle;

a resettable circuit protection device disposed in power
communication with the power outlet receptacle, the
circuit protection device operable between open and
closed positions, the circuit protection device being con-
figured to automatically open in response to an electrical
overload condition at the power outlet receptacle;

a resettable switch electrically disposed in series with the
circuit protection device, the switch operable between
open and closed positions;

a control module disposed in signal communication with
the circuit protection device and with the switch; and

auser interface disposed in signal communication with the
control module;

wherein when the circuit protection device is open, the
control module is responsive to facilitate display of a
message at the user interface indicative of the circuit
protection device being open, and to facilitate opening
of the switch;

wherein when the circuit protection device is closed and
the switch is closed, the switch, the circuit protection
device, and the power outlet are disposed such that an
electrical current that passes through the switch also
passes through the circuit protection device and is fed to
the power outlet receptacle.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the resettable circuit
protection device comprises a thermally-activated circuit
breaker or a positive temperature coefficient resistive device.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the resettable switch
comprises an electromechanical relay or a three-terminal
electronic switching device.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein:

the resettable switch comprises an electromagnet, a mov-
able armature and electrical contacts, the movable arma-
ture being operable to move the electrical contacts
between the open and closed positions; and
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the control module is operative to electrically energize and
de-energize the electromagnet to facilitate movement of
the armature between a first position and a second posi-
tion to facilitate movement of the electrical contacts
between the open and closed positions.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the signal communica-
tion between the control module and the circuit protection
device comprises a high discrete input signal or an analog
signal.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the circuit protection
device is configured to automatically close after a period of
time has elapsed following an event where the circuit protec-
tion device automatically opened, and wherein following a
sequence of events where the circuit protection device auto-
matically opened, then the switch opened, and then the circuit
protection device automatically closed, the control module is
responsive to an input at the user interface to facilitate closing
of the switch.

7. The system of claim 3, wherein the three-terminal elec-
tronic switching device comprises a field effect transistor
having a source terminal, a drain terminal and a gate terminal,
and wherein the control module is disposed in signal commu-
nication with the gate terminal.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the power outlet recep-
tacle is one of a plurality of power outlet receptacles, and
wherein when the circuit protection device is closed and the
switch is closed, the switch, the circuit protection device, and
the power outlet are disposed such that an electrical current
that passes through the switch also passes through the circuit
protection device and is fed to the plurality of power outlet
receptacles.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the vehicle comprises an
ignition system operable between on and off states, and
wherein the resettable switch is operable to automatically
reset to the closed position in response to the ignition system
having cycled from on to off, and then from off to on.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein in response to the
resettable switch automatically resetting to the closed posi-
tion in response to the ignition system having cycled from on
to off and then from off to on, the control module is config-
ured to facilitate display of a second message at the user
interface indicative of the resettable switch having automati-
cally reset to the closed position from an open position.

11. A resettable circuit protection system for a vehicle, the
system comprising:

a power outlet receptacle;

a resettable circuit protection device disposed in power
communication with the power outlet receptacle, the
circuit protection device operable between open and
closed positions, the circuit protection device being con-
figured to automatically open in response to an electrical
overload condition at the power outlet receptacle;

a resettable switch electrically disposed in series with the
circuit protection device, the switch operable between
open and closed positions;

a control module disposed in signal communication with
the circuit protection device and with the switch;

auser interface disposed in signal communication with the
control module;

wherein when the circuit protection device is open, the
control module is responsive to facilitate display of a
message at the user interface indicative of the circuit
protection device being open, and to facilitate opening
of the switch;

wherein the power outlet receptacle is a first power outlet
receptacle, the resettable circuit protection device is a
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first resettable circuit protection device in power com-
munication with the first power outlet receptacle, and
further comprising:

a second power outlet receptacle; and

a second resettable circuit protection device disposed in
power communication with the second power outlet
receptacle, the second circuit protection device operable
between open and closed positions, the second circuit
protection device being configured to automatically
open in response to an electrical overload condition at
the second power outlet receptacle;

wherein the resettable switch is disposed to electrically
feed power to both the first and the second circuit pro-
tection devices, the switch operable between open and
closed positions;

wherein the control module is disposed in signal commu-
nication with the first and second circuit protection
devices via a resistor ladder network, and is disposed in
signal communication with the switch;

wherein when one or more of the circuit protection devices
is open, the control module is responsive to facilitate
display of a message at the user interface indicative of
the state of the one or more circuit protection devices
being open, and to facilitate opening of the switch.

12. A method for operating a resettable circuit protection
system for a vehicle having a power outlet receptacle, the
method comprising:

sensing a condition where a resettable circuit protection
device is open;

displaying a message at a user interface indicative of the
circuit protection device being open;

opening a resettable switch that is electrically disposed in
series with the circuit protection device;

automatically closing the circuit protection device after a
period of time has elapsed following the sensing a con-
dition where the resettable circuit protection device is
open;

receiving at the user interface a command to close the
resettable switch; and

closing the resettable switch in response to the command;

wherein when the circuit protection device is closed and
the switch is closed, the switch, the circuit protection
device, and the power outlet are disposed such that an
electrical current that passes through the switch also
passes through the circuit protection device and is fed to
the power outlet receptacle.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the resettable circuit

protection system comprises:

a power outlet receptacle;

a resettable circuit protection device disposed in power
communication with the power outlet receptacle, the
circuit protection device operable between open and
closed positions, the circuit protection device being con-
figured to automatically open in response to an electrical
overload condition at the power outlet receptacle;

a resettable switch electrically disposed in series with the
circuit protection device, the switch operable between
open and closed positions;

a control module disposed in signal communication with
the circuit protection device and with the switch; and
auser interface disposed in signal communication with the

control module;
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wherein when the circuit protection device is open, the
control module is responsive to facilitate display of a
message at the user interface indicative of the circuit
protection device being open, and to facilitate opening
of the switch.

14. A vehicle, comprising:

a chassis;

a resettable circuit protection system operably supported
by the chassis, the resettable circuit protection system
comprising:

a power outlet receptacle;

a resettable circuit protection device disposed in power
communication with the power outlet receptacle, the
circuit protection device operable between open and
closed positions, the circuit protection device being con-
figured to automatically open in response to an electrical
overload condition at the power outlet receptacle;

a resettable switch electrically disposed in series with the
circuit protection device, the switch operable between
open and closed positions;

a control module disposed in signal communication with
the circuit protection device and with the switch; and
auser interface disposed in signal communication with the

control module;

wherein when the circuit protection device is open, the
control module is responsive to facilitate display of a
message at the user interface indicative of the circuit
protection device being open, and to facilitate opening
of the switch;

wherein when the circuit protection device is closed and
the switch is closed, the switch, the circuit protection
device, and the power outlet are disposed such that an
electrical current that passes through the switch also
passes through the circuit protection device and is fed to
the power outlet receptacle.

15. A resettable circuit protection system for a vehicle, the

system comprising:

a power outlet receptacle;

a resettable circuit protection device disposed in power
communication with the power outlet receptacle, the
circuit protection device operable between open and
closed positions, the circuit protection device being con-
figured to automatically open in response to an electrical
overload condition at the power outlet receptacle;

a resettable switch electrically disposed in series with the
circuit protection device, the switch operable between
open and closed positions;

a control module disposed in signal communication with
the circuit protection device and with the switch; and
auser interface disposed in signal communication with the

control module;

wherein when the circuit protection device is open, the
control module is responsive to facilitate display of a
message at the user interface indicative of the circuit
protection device being open, and to facilitate opening
of the switch;

wherein the resettable switch comprises a three-terminal
electronic switching device that comprises a field effect
transistor having a source terminal, a drain terminal and
a gate terminal, and wherein the control module is dis-
posed in signal communication with the gate terminal.
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